
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-127
NPDES NO. CA0029050

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD
HYDRAULIC MAINTENANCE DREDGING AND SPOILS DISPOSAL
VALLEJO, SOLANO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds
that:

1. The Department of the Navy, Mare Island Naval shipyard,
hereinafter called the discharger, by application dated
December 7, 1990 has applied for reissuance of waste
discharge requirements (Order No. 86-37) and a permit to
discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES), from Mare Island Naval
Shipyard.

2. The discharger performs maintenance dredging in Mare
Island strait. The boundary of the maintenance dredging
extends from the Highway 37 bridge on the north to
Carquinez strait on the south as shown in attachment A.
The maintenance dredging referred to in this Order is
separate from the maintenance dredging of the main
channel in Mare Island strait conducted by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

3. About 600,000 cubic yards per year of material is dredged
primarily by hydraulic dredging methods. The dredged
material is disposed of in seven disposal ponds totaling
about 510 acres. These ponds are located above mean
higher high water on the western side of Mare Island as
shown in Attachment A. Depending on the location of the
dredging operation, dredged material is transported to
the disposal ponds via one of five permanent pipelines.

4. A maximum of 2.5 million gallons per day (mgd) of
decanted water from the disposal ponds is discharged to
the marsh area between the disposal ponds and San Pablo
Bay. The discharge is controlled by weir structures at
ten points located along the west side of the disposal
ponds as shown in attachment A.

5. The discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge
Requirements, Order No. 86-37 which allow discharge into
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